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The weather at Wall Lake has been above average this Fall.  Lake residents have had an extended period 
to enjoy kayaking and fishing, even though the docks are stacked along the shore.  Due to the heavy rain 
this past Spring, the lake has maintained a good level, enabling those in the bays to navigate their boats 
well into the Fall.  The rains in the area have been 5” above normal as of mid November.  With a rela-
tively cool early summer, there was not a significant amount of evaporation and the water quality re-
mained very good, allowing for lots of oxygen and low algae growth.  So many people caught some 

beautiful, healthy fish this season.  Large Walleye and Bass were especially thrilling to catch. 
 

 ! 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to our Members   
The Greater Wall Lake Association members allowed several things to take place in 2016, and planned 
for 2017.  Because of your dues, the GWLA board was able to pay for a fun and informative Annual 

Membership Meeting at the Moose Lodge.  Board member Jim 
Lockwood gave a great presentation about the history and ecol-
ogy of Wall Lake and how we can protect it from invasive spe-

cies, and potential hazards to the significantly important wetland 
which is the main source of our lake water filtration.  Because 

Wall Lake refreshes itself only every 3 years, what we do along 
our shorelines makes a big difference in the health of the lake.  

Cleaning boats and trailers, refraining from using fertilizers with 
phosphorous, and growing natural vegetation along our shore-
lines enhances the cleanliness of the water and provides native 

habitat for our wildlife.   
 

The Annual July 4th Boat Parade was well attended and the diversity of boat decorations got rave reviews.  Be-
cause of this excitement, we have had suggestions for two other lake events for 2017.  One suggestion is for a   
Venetian Boat Parade which could take place during Memorial Day weekend or the first weekend in June.  This 
would be a lighted boat parade that would take place at dusk. Start designing your boat decorations for both events! 
 

Board member Terry Deike has offered to chair a new event.  Since so many people have kayaks on the lake, he 
has suggested that we have a kayaking event that may involve paddling to various shoreline locations where an 
activity or food offering would be provided.  Please contact Terry if you are interested in helping plan this exciting 
lake event.  Email him at buck9hunt@gmail.com. 
 
The annual Wall Lake Garage Sale is scheduled for Saturday, June3rd.  The GWLA will pay for advertising, so 
be sure to contact us at walllakeassoc@gmail.com with information about your participation and items for sale.  
Our Association will have its Annual Meeting at the Moose Lodge again in  2017.  We plan to have another  
informative and entertaining meeting.  Watch for specific dates and information next Spring.   
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The GWLA Board Involvement 

 

The mission of the GWLA is “dedicated to enhancing, preserving & protecting the quality of Wall Lake 
and its watershed”.  Because of this, we use your dues money to gain information to protect our lake and 
its residents and to share this knowledge with all of you.  Board members are involved in organizations such 
as the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, Four Townships Water Resource Council, cooperative meetings with other 
local lake associations, and participation on the Barry Township group working on a plan for Parks and Trails for 
the Delton area, potentially including a link to the North Country Trail.  We were invited recently to participate on 
this planning committee along with members of other lakes, local business and organizations.   
 

Board members also attend meetings of the Hope Township Board and Planning committees.  Participating with 
the Barry Community Foundation has helped us create the Wall Lake Preservation Fund in 2015!  All of these ac-
tivities help to gain information and even help create ordinances, monitor our lake, and help residents understand 
marine and environmental rules and practices.   
 

Because of your dues, we are members of the Michigan Lakes and Streams 
Association.  GWLA board members attend the annual conference and learn 
about lake ecology, new invasive species updates, legal issues in Michigan, 
and other Riparian information important for our residents to know.   
 

Thanks to GWLA president Alan Freid for being trained and regularly taking 
samples in our lake as part of the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program 
(CLMP).  Your dues have helped allow Alan to collect data and have it up-
loaded into the Michigan database.  Samples are taken throughout the year.  
Alan encourages students and adults alike to help with this program.  The data 
helps us know how healthy our water is for habitat and native plant growth, and how the weather and pollution can 
harm Wall Lake.  Alan has donated his own time and money to enhance participation in this important program.  
To volunteer, contact him to help at alanfreid@yahoo.com. 
 

Several GWLA board members jumped at the chance to help lead a tour of 
Wall Lake for a garden club this summer.  The lake’s geological and residen-
tial history were emphasized, along with pointing out significant areas on the 
lake such as the location and purpose of the original wall, native American 
importance, and flora and fauna regions along the shoreline.  We thank the 
Rodriguez family for making this boat tour happen, and the Hodges, Christy 
Tigchelaar and Susan Trudeau for providing boats and 
tour information.  It was a success for all. 
 
 

The GWLA donated two baskets for 
the recent Delton District Library silent 

auction during their Grand Opening Celebration.  It was a lively evening 
created to help gain funds for finishing the interior of the new addition to the 
social room area at the Library. 
Since the Delton District Library is currently the main (and only) community 
center for our area, we appreciate their activities and the GWLA board was 
happy to help provide additional funding for additional furnishing for      
the new space.  It was great to see many Wall Lake residents in the crowd           
that night.  And we thank Mid-Lakes Screen Printing for helping create our       
Wall Lake bags full of T-shirts and Wall Lake items.      
 

What would YOU like to do at Wall Lake?   
You can help with a boat parade, participate in the science of lake monitoring, or create a new social event.  How 
about a lakeshore garden club with a plant exchange?  Maybe you would like to help update our Wall Lake  
Welcome Book.  Let us know your ideas by emailing to greaterwalllakeassoc@gmail.com or contact any board 
member.  You may also call Sue Trudeau at 269 623-8511and leave a message with your contact information.   
Send letters to GWLA, PO Box 56, Delton, MI 49046. 
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THANKS TO OUR DONORS 

 

When the GWLA board members voted to set up a Preservation Fund through the Barry Community 
Foundation in 2015, we didn’t know what to expect.  But we felt that it was wise to provide a way for all 

interested individuals to make a CHARITABLE DONATION, or even a legacy donation,  
with the purpose of protecting Wall Lake for future generations.   

 

Obviously, several of you feel the same way we do about our beautiful gem in Hope Township.  Bonnie 
Gettys at the Barry Community Foundation (BCF) has called with the exciting news each time a  

donation has been made on behalf of the Wall Lake Preservation Fund, and donors are taking advantage 
of the tax exemption.   

 

This year, we even had an anonymous donor step up with a match fund challenge.  As soon as a total of 
$5000.00 is donated toward the GWLA Preservation Fund, the donor will add an additional $2500.00!  

This is a generous offer, and we want to be sure to meet the challenge in a timely manner. 
As you make out your donations for the tax year 2016. please remember this chance to enhance your 

amount by donating to the GWLA Preservation Fund.   
 

Send a check made out to Barry Community Foundation, and write the words 
“GWLA Preservation Fund-spendable funds” in the memo.  

Send your donation to the BCF, 231 S Broadway, Hastings, MI 49058 
Call Bonnie Gettys at 269 945-0526 if you have questions. 

 

We thank you all for your donations and for your desire to preserve Wall Lake! 

Thank you to our Facebook members and Wall Lake Enthusiasts 
 

So many of you have joined our Greater Wall Lake Facebook page.  You have told us when the power 
goes out, if a pet is missing or found, if lake toys have gone missing or rafts have found new homes 
along the shoreline.  Facebook friends have let people know about events in the area, what fish they 

have caught, and shared beautiful photos of sunsets, trophy fish, and wildlife.   
 

Many lake residents have received awards and recognitions for their participations in the community 
and we have tried to acknowledge those commendations also.  And of course, the boat parade partici-
pants are featured after the July 4th boat parade.  We let you know about upcoming Trash Days, Hope 

Township and Barry County government news that affects us, and weather emergency updates.   
 

Please join our Greater Wall Lake Facebook group for local updates about our Wall Lake community.  
And feel free to add any appropriate information or photos you would like to share also.  This is a site 

for lake residents to share news we can use.   
 

Thank you to all, and HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

South Side Board Members: 
Terry Deike        buck9hunt@gmail.com 
Marcia Tiffany   mjti@mei.net 
Mike Hodge        hodge@millercanfield.com 
Andy Bohr           awbohr@msn.com 
Jerry Sivak           jerry.sivak@gmail.com  
Alan Freid (President)   alanfreid@yahoo.com                       
Christy Tigchelaar (VP)  mid-Lakes@mei.net 
Mary Branch (Secretary)  branchieee@att.net 

North Side Board Members: 
Doug Drenth   dddrenth@yahoo.com  
Sara Sandell    sarasandell356@gmail.com 
Richard Fluke  rjfluke@aol.com 
Bill Cook         bimm334@earthlink.net 
Susan Trudeau (Treasurer)  strud30484@aol.com 
Jim Lockwood (Fish Committee) hmsfish@comcast.net 
Walter Reilly (Website Committee)  reilly3@gmail.com   
Robert Cove     robertcove@hotmail.com  

James Lockwood



